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 Initial training and education ɀNew 
Commissioners

 Must attend a minimum of 12 hours 

 Within one year of appointment or election 
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 Initial training and education ɀIncumbent 
Commissioners

 Prior to or within one year of the reappointment or 
reelection 

 Must attend a minimum of 12 hours
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 Exemption from initial requirement

 12 hours of commissioner training in the last 3 
years

 Comptroller approval
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 Continuing education requirement after initial 
training

 12 hours every three years

 Three year continuing education period begins 
January 1 after year of initial training
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 Paid for by the utility district

 Curriculum approved by the Comptroller
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Commissioner training provided by: 
 An organization with appropriate knowledge and 

experience of utility districts 

 An association of gas utility districts 

 Utility districts

8



 Annual certification of courses attended

 File annual statement with the utility district by 
January 31st
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 No compensation paid until the annual statement is 
filed

 Does not apply to gas utility districts

 Not eligible to serve another term when fail to meet 
requirements
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 Applies to all utility districts 

 Applies to any water or sewer authority

 Utility district providing both water and gas must 
comply with requirements of utility service with most 
customers
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 -ÕÓÔ ÒÅÓÉÄÅ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÕÔÉÌÉÔÙ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭÓ ÂÏÕÎÄÁÒÉÅÓ ÏÒ Á 
customer of the utility district

 Real property owner no longer sufficient

 Sitting commissioners eligible because they own real 
property may serve out their current terms
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 Reporting of commissioner absenteeism

 Misses four consecutive regular board meetings

 Misses more than one-half of the regular board 
meetings in a calendar year
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 Written report of absenteeism to the county mayor 

 In county where resides or is customer 

 Within 30 days after event
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 Commissioner suspension upon indictment

 For misconduct in office

 Continues until disposition of criminal proceeding 
or expiration term of office  whichever occurs first
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 County mayor appoint an interim commissioner 

 Ineligible to receive any compensation or benefits 

 Resume office on finding of not guilty or dismissal on 
merits
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 UMRB hearings on commissioner removal permits 
hearing in Nashville
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 Permits consideration of revenues other than from 
rates and fees in assessing ability to repay state 
revolving fund loan
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 Counties, cities and utility districts receives call 
ÁÌÌÅÇÉÎÇ ȰÉÌÌÅÇÁÌȟ ÉÍÐÒÏÐÅÒ ÏÒ ×ÁÓÔÅÆÕÌ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÙȱ

 Must conduct an investigation

 Must seek to remedy the situation 

 Prepare a written report for Comptroller
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 Definition of unlawful conduct 

 Includes an act of waste, abuse of or official 
misconduct
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 Local government may participate in the state deferred 
compensation programs if member of TCRS
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 Extends date for TACIR report on Tennessee's 
underground utility damage prevention program to 
January 17, 2011
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 Permits employer to pay employee compensation by 
crediting a prepaid debit card
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 Amendment to Prompt Pay Act 

 Failure to pay retained funds in escrow account results 
in $300 a day penalty 

 Failure to deposit retained funds in escrow account 
within 7 days after notice is Class A misdemeanor
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 Failure to include the proper schedule for water loss in 
audit constitutes excessive water loss

 Referred to UMRB or WWFB

 Reporting must be on Comptroller approved form
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 Permits the Local Government Insurance Committee 
to develop program for local governments for long-
term care benefits
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 Allows utility vehicles to operate a white, amber, or 
white and amber light at any location on the vehicle
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 Requires blasters to file a notice with Tennessee 
Department of Commerce and Insurance at least 72 
hours prior to the blast 

 Exempts a person using five pounds or less of 
explosives

 Allows a  utility to blast to restore service in unusual 
circumstances without notice
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 Competitive bidding not required for purchase of used 
or secondhand articles 

 Price is not more than 5 percent higher than highest 
value of documented range 

 Established listing in a nationally recognized 
publication or appraisal 
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 Creates a special joint committee to study the 
feasibility of freezing or capping utility rates for senior 
citizens
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